Craddock articulated the postmodern shift from preacher-oriented to listener-oriented preaching, which means that it is the listener, finally, who through participation in the sermon makes meaning. Buttrick examined meticulously "what happens" in the preaching-listening situation ("images", he concluded, are "formed in consciousness") and thus installed ancient rhetoric as once more the companion discipline of homiletics.
But homiletics has always been uneasy with this mate because rhetoric, after all, is the "art of persuasion" while preaching's aim is to "proclaim".
Does not, therefore, the embracing of rhetoric mean the wholesale abdication of the kerygma of the N.T. in favour of catering to the needs and whims of the listener? In a day of huge media influence, panic regarding member
